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A Compassionate Space-making
Toward a Trinitarian Theology of Friendship
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In this article, we discuss the primacy ot friendly love (Sdifda) over other torme
of ke and liow o 18 extended to the ides of bospicality or betniending strangees
s pur soeil] présence in public spaces, We set oot how the Christin notion of

trivewlshin provides altermative ways forspaoc-making hospitalivy, and compession
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in public spaces. The imagmation ol Iriendship in cthis article is based oer the ided of
srinitarian spuce and :7i-:_-|||_1e-:}'111. -!_-:;-:I-:".'n:'lrlj:- s, oy |1|._';-_rI|| |:-:. ACLERIEE Ol 3l |'-:|'r:-|-:|l!_:r1|
shatt from the I'\I‘."ill'l-:l'i.'- il rrla.w':- f1a I."=.-'-.-'.".".,'. T|:l.'."|I il aaks Howw o we 1':'ir1|.|#i|':|' e
_:|1|11|i_|_' --[_13-;'1_3' The nexe part 3= vwr comstroctiive proposal bor g thealogrical oo
of triendskip usine e ceinmarion lers, Finally, e gor o live =mazks ol Cheistian
triendship.

Shifting the Focus from Agape to Philia

Loveg wg the maln eharacrerisoe of Chrspaniny has been preachod momony serviges
Christian [ achers e dosor e lesvee oy three fosms: r_:_-,'-..'l,"-‘.',l.':l."-.'."."-'.:. aricl #tai, -:1r'm-,
yiich [1r{':||"'|-. ru |:r1||:-|:::e'-i:-'l. Claar 91 the Chrisrian SCITPTEIGS these thrces forms of
|-::-'.'-: Jgre i |_'|.|'_|.-'||. |I::-.'I.':l|' 5 Lhe |.igi'|-.'.‘~:' .'||'.|] P resl ‘.-:.l:'|'|l -:'E-I‘- |l:l‘.-'|.'t. It = Il |-::".-l." '5'|-||
Crosgd [rOurs ol (o all ercavioe, Then, an the sccongd rank, we have 5 hilie 1t £ Il."|'|-:|.:.
losve, Sareee ot 4500 B |:-||"||:||1'|i-_-'I it must e bvwer than the ApAPEIC bve b o,
Philia, however, |8 hetler than e, hecause emr 18 seen as the perverted form of
oo o lowee sulvich ccails sesiua! bond litg and caroal desiee. Tor mEny redsnns, these
prreachors sgecal thar eoer s nnor a:Chinsnan lowvey racher, s diveeted by heman

(MERIEN |1I!'\-I'I'"'|I‘i [

Diges Cheistianaey 1eacn such adifferentiarion 2 We beliove tharrhis is not the Cheisiian
wwaching ol love. The belict thar agagte 15 toe rae Chestan dose while s s nor was
prennotesd by the Swedish theolepian Anders dvgven (TRSD=1978 He aszserted rhar o
the historey of Chesatan readiviod, there 18 4 sort of hierarchy of kove, sarh agepe being
the rrue Chrisnan morior of dowve, @nd eror being humian desive. Since then, Ay
preachers have taken dNveren's view as berng what the scriprures teach: Whar we are
nosy proposing 5 a way of underscanding love 10 more mulndimensicenal way, n
which aoepe, shalla, wind sror are seen as three dimensicns of the same fove. The source
iaf lewe 15 Crond | through God's inner relation in the communion of the thoee persons,
which 1 also poured our sowrand all crearion. In this article, we focus on the dea of
friendly love.

Fowr decades ago, in hius book Tie Citew Clands Ar Sqeiiation fo a SMeesansg Lafe- Ny, the
'l X =, | Py P I 2 5 [ i 1 &
Crerman Reformed cheologan Tiacpen Molomane explored the theme of friendshin.

In & more recent book, T Laweg Gad owd the Fadeecr of Eafes be wenttes, “Friendship 1=

Aonlirs Myeren, lizars il S, s |:"'|.|.!'| mWoarsen learslor: SPCR. 1535 The Vlalfand thinksr 12 5.

LSRR B Y [msgn Lsips sl Dovier abisenasran Toovies b T M S 1 P ewe Yok Hlaroaerr, 100405,
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loas Adiprasetya and Nindyn Sasonghko & Campassinnate Space-making

I Frecdom™ Ia ks koo, e Tinad o truly epmilitaran owe, a bove swhin b oabiacs 1wl

!ﬂl‘:lil F-:'.‘"!{'_'lil |n_|n|_‘]|11j_:-_ .';‘i!"u.'l.' I|'.|::r'!.I 1 b ||':|.'t;| 1:-|. Irave bias |:-|.‘:|::r'| |'!|.:'-.'-. li 'F"‘"‘I -|I:\. il bt !|1|.:l |!|_|
mans. Femaiar thealogian Salle MebFaeue offers a model of God as friend, Toaodoine,
she focuges on rhe wornd sédds, “feiemdiy love” Por Mebagoe, pdéfe is difTotent feom
agapeand ero Azape s Gond's Porearnm love,” alove which emphasizes lite in all its bowen-
taful manitesrarions, a lowve which delights in the existenee of the athers and noarishes
trerm. Fear iz Crods Ysalvific love, a love which desires the arbers ro Tind whaleness
and liheranon, a leve which dress the others 1o Candsel £ Meamwhile; sl 18- Cand's
“sumrainiog liwve," a loree which expresses the joelul selarionships of all heings wirh one
another and with rhe wellspring of heing — rhe Gad nof life, MeFague pats i this way
“God as mother says, ‘Tr s good thar vou exise!” [agape]; God as dover =ays, “You ane
viluable bevond all imagining’ |ess]s CGiod as friend savs, “Ler us; all of us, break bread
mgether in fellowship and jou’ ||rJL-:"..'.-':":.-|.""I

Wi sugpest that in che pospel of Jobn, pidle or friendly love is deemed 1o he highly
mmpuoreant, 1F noc che maost imporeant love: Lo s Jesus himself who savs, “Nooone has
greater love than thas, to lay dessn one's Life for one’s frend™ (Jehn 13:137, I tmplies
that aéele or Friendly love i che grearest o, hecanze ane peoves ane's lowve by layioe

1 - =3 . - 5
devarn ane’s lite for one's filends. Biats 15 thus the sacnficial face of love

The fourth gospel also makes use of the idea of pbel as sacnfucal love even more ex-
ensively toward its end, and spectfically when lesus was sngaped 10 a set of deep con-
versations with Perer, the one whio berraved Jesus, his beloved foend. By using Nypren's
tierirchical model, many preachers used to say thar Jesus had lowered his expectation
ot Pever by using pbefican the final conversation afrer ke uses qgape tor che first two con-
versations, In all these three sets of conversations, honwever, Perer constantlr — thres
tmies — uses féate as cthe anly possible weay for him to love Jesus, If we interprec the
curversations by seving piiee as the spedrhesd of love. throuph which one 16 williegr to
die for one's friend, then the scenano becomes toally different. Instead of lowenng his
eapectations of Peter, Jesus has been pushed by the disciple o edevate s expreration,
traarm the crdivury sppe toothe sacrificial fubeii.

Public Space: Experienced and Imagined

MoetFapee quores € 5. Lewts, whe swrote that triends stand *side by side, absoroed in
st cosmrnon interest” In soch tnendsbap, o friend savs s thear Eriend. =80 s o fbe

likren Rt rnane, Tow § e Coad i e Tl al Fa |1 onikissdi les, B Woessemhivsrat Lo oo gl Caeneva;
OO Pablicaricax, 20E3!, 119

Sachie Alolgzue, e o Cooat sy v e g el Sacae 0 Dvlineeapidisg Docerees, 1557, LS,
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g dreth 2 or “ 1o you sare adais the same troth? ™ Frigndsare heading our noward nne
cornimon vision which bounds cheir relanonship, This vision 1= oo mecely o commaon
play or activiry. As MeFPague purs i, friendly love “opens it gnto the world?™ Ag such,
rhe culminanion of friendship 5 nor muteally exciusve bonding; 8o anracton which 1s
shown hetween frniends; friendship alsos brings about o common vision or project for
the ather and for the world, Chaly in toendship w inclusive and nen-hierarchical love
found. As such, friendby lowe desrabilizes the patmacchal and hierarchical socen:

ln the Chrstan seriprures, the bonding berweers God and human beings 12 called
“covvenant,” YTIW T covenanted with. Abraham and the Tszselie:, This covenan: can
be seen gy “God-human mrendship” They are Grod’s friends o ondertake a massaon: w
he blessings for the narions. o s however, ooz an exclusive relitionghip, God froes
human betoes moeochoose o wilk and shace 1o che diving Te or pepec it bae, most of all,
L bacs human beings 1o be Gods partners tor the well-beang of the cosmos —“the
regntficarion und Dberution of the bode of God” as MicFaproe pors 3

[Howr deepods the astection besween ricidss 1os as deep asabe sharmye of the best o
life. Arnwcher weord foc toencl P eomipeanon,” which ds derived drien che Laces seoinds
o feopether) aod fever (bread). Thos, it iteralle means “sharmmge oF bread™ o, as
MeFague puts it “wgether at briad " Think of bread as B < riaaim mieal, s
such; whep one has g triend, one will delichoedby sharg one’s sustenance wich them,
Think slees ot [1he |'u_'i_'|:_r_ lilge 5 EI'\IIIT'1|."\l_ :hr\-':-n;_-'_l- cheserts anel 1w '-L'|||||-'T1||._'~g~.; i have
pthing bast g froeed weho s owilling o brcaks anad share cheir bread swith vow <o chat vou
hgve nourishrment or vout Lody o sotniinae vour wousney, To kave a dnend, cherefone,
[EICE1rs 1 ||||-;| iy L AR A T ||I 5_:|‘_'|'|:|':_-:1.' il I|.|" |:-|'|_‘::'|||;'.:'t Ol I|::‘: 5:1\}'; sl SLrTeinie '.l.-'l:-l:-

shires thorr N st o

I i |.=~||l|'-_ friernds ws ] alsn see sans comimnn ] ala. Fricvada aal! Uind missions tio
v fopet e, Too aoderiaie these, mans fricnds ave reeden. has mcans thiar Chirseian
{rerdship alwavs opens wowand those who are ourside, mviring orhees 1o bo compan
ciis, Malimana belleves thar fr |'|'||:':-'|'|IF- i5 *rlie saul of 3 F I|.'1'|-||_-. '.'.1:-||-.|."!= It Treedion
anel salidariiy are the primary mgredienes of feendship, then such 2 free and juss soc
ey will never exest wirhoar a willingness oo extend our hands to reach il 10 those
s hicr are nel part nf o eircles. Vhos, the Chosoan nooon of feendshin s :.'|'-.1':-E-:.'-- PG|

votwad arnd cnacied i public spaces, Dranel G, Groody recaunts a fBacicaring siosy af
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loas Adiprasetya.and Mindys Sasongko A Compassongbe Space-making

in encouneer berween stangers wha hetame fnends throuph the willingness of
sharing:

Along the Los 7 Mesiio horder @ Bl grouss-offes hismamitasian ued o mgerants whe maks the
pruclhing erek of W mules oe mome ocross deseros, mouniame; and orher damgeroas reesany G
sirtneT i Arona 85 teosperobures reached D50 deerees [Pahnenhent], o pmoop culied ene
mamrians sent valunreers o koop waren e any rmmgranes-whin mmghe b need orom desress:
Whicor o preoupoot 20 immyrants carneatalbme whsgea dee rver bed, oovoluntecr ealbad vae o e
rrcant e pme i kel amd asboed, © b asvbndy impased 2 Do v meed any socd 2™ Dhivon ki
avy ke Baddorly she perup efimumigmunes stooped. Unsare ofwhowas speadonge oo chons, dies
bl soprecher ol deliberneed worhale: "Then showiy the lesder began walkinges waand (e
Sumaciiorr volentecrs and saad WL Gan't have ane mose Bocody Aid e el hase o liide B off
widcr, Pt il you wre an meed of v e aall sbuere wha weg baveg stk yon”

Trinitarian Space and Friendship

For Cheastiares, ar 35 the beliet in the trne God thar determines bow wee Dve oo our
brtenclly [owe 10 public spaces. 1 the Christion presence in publie spaces neguires us mo
thittk deeply about vur ddentity in relation o the others, then we should tor we the
sourge of our ldenticy s refutdonal beings: che rune Gl Our Chmstan taith weachcs
us that the triune God s commundan of thoey persons loving one another erermnlly,
wha codnthere ineach diber without any contusion, separatoe, or divisicn — o mtoal
ndwe T of the shree divine sersoes deseribed in Cheissian dodering s peefduei

l'."'.";.'h e rrl'1i'.;[r'.3.[] 'FR'IFFUL"'J"-"’.' ]'-'1";.:"'-']".1'."‘." ST |r]1E|H'TJ=|1'.'l";. S L :IL'l"-'”fT'; b I"Ii'l TLIES
"space-muking” among the trivne persens, There is o soen of Pspace” within Geadsell,
wiathin which she three persuns refate v ane aroebes el live I:ng,"lhr:r i lreve s W ke
wie appreciate with the klea of peefdomric s than i nor ondy retees 1o the divine space or
ey within Giodselt, bue thai the tune God also mabes space tor all escatien, The
eol il shens (space) in periferesss - mieaning “movicgacoond the spacc™ - beenmes
the giaee hietor whidckh all ereareon i.ﬂl._':lll]f:';]i_s| KL asicl e il e her ereiuies — 1945 n-
vt o [rat i|::'|1.’|l_|.' m the comrmmnity of che rriome Ceoel, Thss, the S[ad Fsezcrmnes
B ol I i|.'r|||e~'-||i|:- s thae theee [ITHGTIS s woll as herween the rroone ol anad all

i EEH AN W[

Woarsinitiaued [y tha ndaxim cl Aelzed of Rievail s (110507 S et awsdoinie W
sy, a2 g medibeation of e s it TG0 18 love b me 1 Jomn el Tooshos masim,
fricradahbig = ite very wennite aof the riune Gl By apeing up Caoal's space 7or us
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— through creation, providence, incarnacion, and consummation — Caod demomstranes
CGrods willingness to embrace us as Goids friends. As the sverematic thealogion
Llizabetn A Jubnson puts iz, The circular dvnamasm within God sparals inveard; our
wied, forward, roward the comuing of o world ineo existence, not our of necessicy b oul
pf 4 free exuberance of overflowing friendship.”™" At the cencre of this dvaamic reini-
tarian movement & Jesus Chriso as the incarnace Wored. Jesus expeesses the embracing
aer of God moeard the ochers inchas wayr 1 do nor call vou servanes any fonger .2 bt
| have called vou friends™ {|obn 132137, Jesus s the embodiment of Gad's friendsk
wand all creation and as such Jesos i also che model of Chastian friendshap wairhiin
the church and of the chorch comsard the worid,

Lz s shank mome desply about shan, trom which Chnstian: have desreed perisbareny, rthe
Umierying amond the spacy,” as we have seen. The power of the Trnitr is nor fownd i
vach independent person, Too ofren, tradicena] Christians have spent time debaring
prver boww the ooe Crod car by coneeved as chiree and bosw the thres can be concerved as
v, Thas i oo thae beatt ofF chwe moateer, however, What really macters 15 the pelationshap,
Chie person does not have sdentity apars troem this pemson’s celationsbap o che ocher ron.
Thigal conrse dererimvings the wiy we thinds g Gee our lives, Canwe have space apar
broem cur eelationshipoo otherss Several vears agn, Snn Belford Ulanoy aoswered thar
wi canmot, W hioce o spacs of ue own,” she woote, Pexcept as it 15 defined in eelanon-
shipp o other spaces, the muldple and interpenctranny spaces of our uoconscious hfe,
vt life rogether msociery and oue e in relation to Being itself, oo whatwe call Grod.
Chur ilentiy as bueman beinges, therelore, s desermined by space that we share with the

iihers

Frs ke Fastern ceaalivion of Christianity, daep s -:,|-=_'|"-ic_'|l?nﬂ AR CmptY Space and femaie
Aa all persons ol che Trindty damee arooned an empty spave Gt ag o “fourch dimen-
stiom,” Thig event becomes a Ysacrod mibien™ mowhich: space- makinge, freedom, and char-
iy are fonnd, Workow chas, all seéalioy eoltapses, Richand kouarney writes,

Thiree [ dzneimes arin e |:_,':-.'l'.':| a fenrek dhimensicen, an EMETY e e — Vhzit srcpod i
Fiena nof prctins weirh caaenl, lerning 22, bove Thirer persons whesould enllapse e s iffeocees and
1addibterentiation were iroot bor rthar tree kemirine spaeingomening cpeberaeen (o an O thd

17
krildds thiem at ince ropether and ars.
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laas Adiprasetya ara Kindyo basangks & Lo passianate Spane making

The “she' af the cheee 15 o0 R e B WO LR A T el | et F e relal e, i 0%
.1.!‘.1':’:{.‘% devecied as Ternesde, Tes S che eanets o all b ngsS i ocam e saie] 1 heeetone 1l
eeinder orherness s necial s be dhinamiv move ol wealliv as hearound o conainics
af exeivrhing thal i

machoan Haginatioe i |1|':4||III':|||_I.- .."-:|1r|--..=u:.-:| i o ol the mosr Bimons coms of the
Prinry, padrined Ty Ancdecd Rabibew (e P T30, 1o cheer, thee three dis ing piessans

fe searcl macther arooral & cockatisie ealics Kearney saye powerfulle st s
o anel the chabiee, "4 i vhe chalico-wamb o e boares of Bobless perichamiio icom,
the female marriz ar rheeenier of the Trinliy = wwhonl which i ool never be, nor be
keqie i mnetion Foresen, Hore wd cnecnnier & fourthodimension — etore, berween, and
afrer the three
When kearner agzserrs that rhe throe poesons danee armimd afoarrh dimension, he dioes
nor inmead e 2ay thar the foaeth dimen s becomes annrher person inaddinon o rhe
Paree persons. The fareh dimensios s rarher a o wirhin which the thiee persons
share their commaon space and ereractwnith e another mlove: T he fourch dimensior
15 adsn of unporaace, simee 1t s & space provided by the roune persons for all creanon
o partcpare 1 rthe triuae dance. b the wean, both the chaboe and the erapoe space at
the front of it sembolize Gad's making space far all creation. In this sense, all creatior
becomes Gods “othezs,” parmicipaicg in God’s ovring commucion, IF the taone Goc
i# the Cood of fricndship, then all creasien 15 myvied o parrake in God's communion
and i he Gods Friends: Tinsunt, shee s Borh aspace “hetore, Getween, and afrer” the
three divine persons and a space reterved forall creation, A% are welommne,

Five Marks of Christian Friendship
The rrinicarian space within which we develop cheological notons of relationshipand
interrelationshgy anmeg trends opens wars o which we see sarselves and orhery, We
are ot our own and we are ant alone. We have something o share and recerve from
others. Ar the breaking of the bread and the pourig of the wine think of Rublev?:
chalice}, chre 1= nio srranpeer, becanse the stranger 5 oweleome, The fuest, 10 turn, can
b the kst Tl brngs abour Sive marks of foendslap es follows,

Firsr, valngrabilizy of che self Comparative theologian Martaons Movaert 1. ot the
opinicn that people mday idealize invuloembilioy. We hike, ocbers fosee s ay stoonye,
independent, and imporcaee, Valnerability, tadeed, cin bring us piin end Joss, 1t can
b however, oue source of coegoviey: and possibality, Volneesbilivy mits ws ang yer
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enpLwWers 1, Wi can sulter when we are ovulneralble, |:-|.‘:ir'.H :~|JE1E-||_|T-';,|I;-.-:| sy waleieg
jad ':.I_|'F\-‘|_'\-|_'u55i| i1, Howewér, -::-1||:. those whor are Yoloerable can |rnl:. el i I (S48 lesrin
Frorr others, andd [ vl ul el |__:r';|||.‘:1'|.| i e [T il et fracmds Wirlnerahilisy in
"rit:'.Li'.:31i‘|'-1|'u:~| M based o gl silsjeets amornes i ¥

Vialeralsilioy cam alse wean aure Buaeran vigioe ol roatead allecrion, We can alleer and
b stieceed in oo En bong valnerable, we partake sonieeaenon anl mutoal respon
sthiliy, Woo con be moveel, eheallenged, interupted, ehanged, and ttanaforimed I rongh
Pl thds prcadess, s we it alsvdbos 1 he sarme o the I|I|'||.':1'.-'=.'|'|I|.I:-., 1o s I alneralsle van
o E sl oo s "'.-:.l.-'.-'n'.:'."."".r'ri.'n". .'.F'i'!"‘l'll':l':nll.l'.li-'bu'll'. .|i.l|'.-r."."-.'.".'.'.-'ri.l.|"r~, ."-'.'.-'.-Il'.lll':lm-;'.'.-':'.r.'.':!'eil'.“iI ] 'E-r'iEI‘:l'l.-:;"llp.l ol
perzhbilivy can be seen as adenal of oar haman naruee

Thi: weraan! mack of Chriailan frieadshipas rhar of the npeaness o rhe forre g i
pnpeclicrabnlive. Friendship eomsises ofF g least rwo hunins betngs. BEvery buman being
tga tbrid person comaritured by engagement with orhers, wirh evenes, and wirh chang-
imgecmyirenmem s. Relanionships heraseen friends should always be fluid and, therefore,
apwear toany foem of surprise end unpredicrabehey. One can unpredicrably harr onc’s
Fricnd, Liar amne can alan shoe greater love rowsand one's friends in unespecred s,

W hen one mecrs astranger Ceass), the encounter creares many possiniines, The srranges
might heeome a new friend {pfifad) who snll make one happy: bur the steanger might
alacy beoome an evildacy (b who will hun one. There s noother way o cnsure
this than bw opeming oneself to the uapredictable fucure. Thos, Chastian focendship
alwavs mveolves nsk-taking, As Allen bmorch and Georpe Mewlauds have asseriod;
“Clurcomes cannor abways be predicred. A thealogy of hosparality 15 inevitable a theol

cegy nf sk and a thealogy at risk. Thar s also of the essence of the Chrisrian pospel.

Thirit, fricndshop rermagines the turure, Buewhiac s the furure® For masy vears, people
debared eschamiogy in terms af the descrocoon of the cosmos. Hosever, the maensto
theplogian Ada Maria [sasi-Thaz eovisions a non-apocalvpic eschamology, m which
fricedom coming from mutual commirment of the people of God becomes reality, She
wrines, “Acton born our of commuitmens too murnality are “eschanalosical glimpses’
which clarfy the vision of liberation chae will become a realiy 1n the kin-dom of
Goad 71
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If Grod 1= nior an immucable deiry bar denamicin fidebry — rhe retune Ciod of grace, whio
callz ws oo be Gods frends —then the Suroee must be revisioned. Inoeche Ih Celue teae
dition, when ane has a “soul-fricnd™ {amam ciee, one has glimpsed the crernal kingdom,
In having a soul-friend, fear, empriness, and disrance are gone, berause the friendy fave
been in the relacion of giving and receving love. Moreover, they lare encnuragenicnor,
tullmess, and 1nmmacy. For John OY'Tronchue, the soul-friendship somkens the “soul-
spice” — the eternal. He is of the opinion thar the soul-fricndship expertence

vpensd friendshiz that oot woaaded oe hmited b separenion acdisranee. Suct frendship con
menuan glve ewvin whin the freseds lve mar away from eaes other, Becawse they hive broken
el the bureiess of persong and ggrsm o the sochlevel, shewnty of thear Sauly wanor el
arvered, When thie sonl s aveigened, phvsicul spaaee 2 rr:.ne-:r'u_r.ur-:ll. Even aeries the destance, s
fiiends can =iy attaned o cueh oihier and ccastinae o scnse the fless of cach cabiors oes) Wick

] ' ¥ 1 I
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The tuture, therefiore, is ooz about the end of ttme bur a game, & game whica we play
nuy, 4 e which we cannot master since its becoming s abwavs bevond our etfores.
Grod who has called us to be friends offers w us the eternal and joviul play so thar we
cart juin the perichoretic diance, When we say *Yes™ to this invitarion, we enter the play
it the ever-mew peness — the mansfiguration of the cosmoys. In this way, we pareake
Christs mtore e Guods “Yes™ tor us oo the glory of Guod (2 Cor: 101920,

Fegrth, wé alse need to mention che prophetic and crisical dimension of Carisean
Irenelshap, Chur witness = cur with-ness, We tead v romancicize Chrisdan friendship
by samitiednge vz seeriluong it brom dts cupacity w peject and protest agrainst any socl
and Communal elasbonships that imperil the auchentie and sgual fricodship, In pis-
tieular, Christian friendship criticiees many forms of Sy Qeadership by mesters)
It is throwagh jbdfmdy (leadership by friends) that Christian friendship rejects theose
whio clarm themselves as muster and subozdinare others within a higrarchical peramad
of pesweer, e can appeir in menny foems: perontarchy (leadershin by adules), paceiaechy
(beacdership by males), cletcarchy (leadership by clerics), and 20 ¢n, The critics] posl-
teomn ol flfarchy srainst Syeendy 1% done noe only chrogeh o disect eriticism bt abso
thouph prosouting itsett as an alwrnative and counter-cultural community, By being
Faethfully present s g “comamuiey of smity™ in the “world of enmuiey™ the chureh pres
ez anil represerrs God - the e Triened.

Fitth, the wea of Yeompassion™ Is of Importance tor our theologieal explomation, Teis
derrvee Prom the Lagin com o fosdv; the Greel equivadent wo this sword i oomind fadfe,
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nomiecal guspel as the compassiomiie Messtah, When |esus sees those whe ane margin-
aliwed, he 3 mormediately moved wirk compassion, which means hisinnermost being i
mesred e 1he :.||.|'11,'r|r|5-_l_ il nithers, ke a mother whose somb s moved when she sces

the 2ol fering i ber dear oo,

3 Christian trachition abso teackes 2 char the remne Giod 15 also che gne whose hear
i foar b diberationy G the sefferng woeld, Thecavse the three personkcan be seen as the
ultimane covmrmnity of friends; the divine Friendship alwavs exrends mowand thoge our-
aicliz, inwiting the nrhees o be companions, For this, the trune God hefriends humani
s Lhit we can dee God's vision fara just, bumane, and peaceful wiorld, 1 lumanite = aoe
Cooels sole alyject of sabvanon. God longs for the liberation of all creanon. Grod invares
s rd shaves wirh us rthe mession, so thar theworld can be freed from all boadage and
docay, Weare Giods companons — God’s fnends — for thas lberanog mission.

An Unconcluding Conclusion

'his mareral was presensed ar che 2016 and 2017 Yourh in Asia Training for Religious
Amay (YATRA) pmgrammies of the Word Council of Churches at che Jakarta
I'enlapica]l Senunary, Indonesia, Both of s emphasized che importanee of developing
a thealngy af Friendship in Asia, We proposed thar ceimicariun theolowy can bring a fresh
(aenineical perspective a frendship, becanse in the crune God we find space-making,
hospitalioy, and compassion:

At the end of the session, we inviced the parncipants to - undertake san exercise on hos-
pirabiry, inténded oo belp each of them redlize thar the better cach person knowes others,
the berter they know themselves, FPoest, we asked them to form @ proup of three (or
forar) persons, asking them w ensuce. i possible, that chey were notin & gprosp with per-
son{=) from the same counery or deoomination. Second, sach proup was piven @ mirror,
We azked them o place (or hold) the mirror so thit each person’s fice wis seen init
Whar did they see? Each was asked toosay senmething abour their friends, a8 moch as
they wanted, Third, when someone shid something abour themselves or therr frisnds,
we asked ther o be mindivhof their feelings and thoughts: Were they surprised? Hene
did each recetve the other peeson’s wordse Hone dicd thiers bodies or Saecs neset® Wers
they annoyvedr Dhid each persou leam something new gaoos thenselves ™ Bourth, we
gsked them oo patherin o darme grovp fur g debricting People coold] shane sdatiever bap-
pened in their prous and what they theagbe, Froally, s ashed thaor wba thle tabeasesy
from this exercme weniled b,
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Although we decided not v publish their reflective comments oo the activinies, we
can share some observations bere. The acrivite created p “vircle of truse™ for the young
peaple who participated in the 2006 and 2017 progranmes, especially in the way they
expenenced spaces weether wich their friends. Some of them saw the faces of those
they had anly knowan for a couple of days as 1F they were old friends, Others expressed
dmustmenr ©r soe their own faces as strangers. The interplyy beoween friends and
seranpers here s ol importance, sspecially for the YATR A provramme, whose purpose
st train wnoung Christian people wo enpage wirl those of other religgons wha ave Toth
sceangers and Friends, Inosem, the acovicy proseded 3 ghioopse of the jovful weinitanan
friendship thar Christians can embody in cheir fves in onder i lesrn how o make space
tor and befrend siranpers,
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